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and a treasurer. Thus was begun a form of
government which when perfected was very simi-
lar to that of the other New England colonies.

While New Haven as a town-colony was taking
on form, other plantations were arising near by.
Milford was settled partly from New Haven and
partly from Wethersfield, where an overplus of
clergy was leading to disputes and many with-
drawals to other parts. Guilford was settled di-
rectly from England. Southold on Long Island was
settled also from England, by way of New Haven.
Stamford had its origin in a Wethersfield quarrel,
when the Reverend Richard Denton, "blind of one
eye but not the least among the seers of Israel,"
departed with his flock. Branford also was
born of a Wethersfield controversy and later
received accessions from Long Island. In 1643,
Milford, Guilford, and Stamford combined under
the common jurisdiction of New Haven, to which
Southold and Branford acceded later with a form
of government copied after that of Massachusetts,
though the colony was distinctly federal in charac-
ter, consisting of "the government of New Haven
with the plantations in combination therewith."
Though there was no special reservation of town
rights in the fundamental articles which defined